
BELLIS  
A LASTING LEGACY FOR THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS



Had we, as women, been born one hundred years ago, 
precious few of us would have had the chance of an 
education anything like that which is available in the UK 
today. Women’s education has taken a giant leap into the 
twenty first century, and rightly so. Those lucky enough to be 
educated at Cheltenham Ladies’ College have been given 
educational opportunities of the very highest calibre, and 
College is now one of the leading girls’ schools in the world.   
But the fact that this was only able to happen centuries after 
the leading boys’ independent schools were founded means 
that we are a long way behind when it comes to legacies or 
endowments. This is why the Bellis Society is so important.

This brochure will, I hope, help to explain in greater detail to 
all friends of College why the Bellis Society plays such a vital 
part in ensuring that this great school flourishes both now, 
and in the future, for generations of girls to come. 

Leaving a legacy – be it large or small – can be hugely 
beneficial in helping to maintain not only the economic and 
cultural diversity of the school, by offering bursaries where 
necessary, but also in providing the facilities for a world-class 
education.

With your help we can enable College to flourish for many 
years to come thereby enabling the young women of the 
future to be a force for good across the globe. 

Mrs Jo Homfray 
Chairman, Bellis 

WE’RE ON A JOURNEY AND 
HOPE YOU’LL JOIN US.

A COMMITMENT TO FUND 
WOMEN OF THE FUTURE.

WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN



BELLIS

Named to commemorate our College emblem, the daisy, 
Bellis was established to recognise the generosity and 
support of those who have chosen to leave a gift to College 
in their Will.

Members of the Bellis Society are invited to an exclusive 
event at least once every year as well as other key events 
in the College calendar. Joining the Society represents an 
excellent way of keeping in touch with College’s progress 
from year to year and allows us to thank you for your support.

Bellis enables your memory to ‘live on’ at College with a 
gift from your estate. Whether giving in gratitude for your 
time at College, or to create an enduring legacy, you will 
ensure that Cheltenham Ladies’ College flourishes for future 
generations. 

A legacy donation is one of the most meaningful and 
enduring gifts you can give. Whatever their size, legacies 
directly benefit College, its pupils and staff. Gifts may be 
directed towards specific areas of College life, or left without 
restrictions for allocation wherever College needs it most. 

Please join Bellis and help us fund women of the future.  
No minimum gift required. 



MY COLLEGE LEGACY

I joined Bellis when I learnt about the school’s developing 
bursaries programme: the ambitious project to fund the 
education of as many clever and interesting girls from 
non-traditional backgrounds as possible, and to ensure that 
College can be a place of productive and inspiring diversity.  
I had always assumed that the school made a fortune from 
fees, and could afford to support this sort of thing from 
funds. I was very surprised to learn how wrong I was. Every 
day running costs, from teaching to stipulated maintenance 
of the listed buildings, are astonishingly high. Little remains 
to fund progress.

Jess Lazar 
In College 1998-2005 
Sidney Lodge and St Hilda’s

College was a wonderful experience for me and has 
continued to play a significant part in my life as an adult. As 
part of The Bellis Society, I feel privileged to contribute in a 
small way to College’s future success.

Carolyn Roberson 
In College 1975-1977 
St Hilda’s and Fauconberg 

I remember what a privilege it was to get into CLC and I 
realise the efforts our parents made to get my sister and me 
an excellent all round education. It is rewarding to support 
the Bursary Fund to make it possible for girls from all 
backgrounds to be given the opportunity of a CLC education.

Margie Leigh 
In College 1956-1963 
St Margaret’s and Fauconberg



WHY WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 

Unlike many other schools, College does not have an 
endowment fund to draw from to invest in our estate, our 
resources or our bursaries programme. We rely wholly on the 
generosity and support of like-minded people; those who 
share our commitment to academic excellence and wish to 
see College flourish. 

In education, where inspirational teaching is a competitive 
advantage, there are significant costs associated with having 
the best people working at College. People are our greatest 
asset – and our greatest expense. Salaries and benefits for 
teachers and staff make up approximately three quarters of 
our annual budget. Simply put, quality is expensive, but we 
are not prepared to compromise our commitment to deliver 
excellence. 

Beyond these costs, our 23-acre site, much of it heritage 
listed, requires continuous maintenance and, as we look to 
the future, necessary investment.



CAPITAL INVESTMENT

Over the next ten years College will be making an 
investment in our bursaries programme, facilities and estate, 
second only in scale to that of our founders over 160 years 
ago. 

Phase one is to develop a sport and wellbeing programme 
that will see improved sports facilities enable all girls to 
participate in a sport or activity of their choice, instilling a 
foundation for long-term health and wellbeing alongside 
important life skills. 

Phase two will transform the teaching and learning spaces 
of our main site, to better meet the needs of our girls as 
they continue to achieve academic excellence. The flagship 
project within this phase will be a state of the art science, 
technology, engineering and maths building. The combined 
costs of these two capital projects relies upon us raising 
£30million over the next ten years.

Together we can do more; your support makes a real 
difference. Every gift, no matter how small, counts. 



BEALE AWARDS – BURSARY FUND

Named in honour of our longest-serving Principal,  
Miss Dorothea Beale, the Beale Awards enable College 
to offer places to the brightest and most promising girls, 
regardless of their circumstance. 

Each year we invest £1.4m to fund our means tested bursary 
programme. On average, about 60 girls are able to attend 
College each year with financial assistance; of these just 
under half are fully funded places. We know from experience 
that a rich diversity of ideas stimulates greater creativity, 
innovation and new ways of thinking. By enriching our 
classrooms with girls from a range of backgrounds, with 
different perspectives, we are fostering new approaches 
to problem solving and encouraging girls to challenge and 
consider alternative views to their own. 

Our goal is to establish an endowment fund to enable us to 
increase the number of places available, to ensure that we 
continue to enable the brightest and best girls to flourish. 

Together we can do more; your support makes a real 
difference. Every gift, no matter how small, counts. 



BEALE AWARDS AMBASSADOR

CLC gave me the drive and determination that is at the core 
of my success now. It taught me to aim even higher than my 
horizons, giving me the confidence as a woman to do so; 
something I will forever be grateful for.

I took away skills and a philosophy from CLC that I hold on 
to now as an undergraduate and will do so for the rest of my 
life. I feel empowered as a woman, confident that my voice 
is worth just as much as my male counterparts, something 
that was instilled in me in the nurturing environment of CLC. 
I cannot articulate how important this has been so far in my 
life after school, where we are no longer in that protected 
environment. 

I truly feel that I would not be the woman I am today, with a 
love for learning and pushing myself, confident in my skin, 
had I not been given the life changing opportunity by CLC 
through its bursary scheme to go there.

Sahaj Kaur 
Beale Awards Ambassador 
CLC 2014, reading medicine, University of Cambridge.



BELLIS, A LASTING LEGACY FOR 
THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE?

TYPES OF LEGACY

A RESIDUARY LEGACY

You leave all, or a percentage share of your estate, after your 
trustees have paid out all other bequests and settled the 
costs of administering your estate. This type of legacy will 
tend to protect the value of your gift against the effects of 
inflation and is therefore particularly beneficial to charities.  
The amount that a residuary beneficiary will receive will 
remain unknown until the administration of your estate is 
nearly complete. 

A PECUNIARY LEGACY

This is a gift of a fixed sum of money. Although this is 
the simplest type of legacy to give and to administer, and 
provides College with certainty as to the amount it is likely to 
receive, inflation will cause the real value of the donation to 
be gradually depleted over time.  

It is possible to protect your gift against the effects of 
inflation by linking a pecuniary legacy to a suitable price 
index gift. You should obtain professional advice if this is 
something you would like to consider. 

A SPECIFIC BEQUEST

A particular named item is left as a gift in your Will. This may 
be stocks or shares, the proceeds of a life insurance policy, 
property, a work of art, furniture or jewellery. We would 
then either use the item for the purposes of College or, if 
appropriate, sell it and use the sale proceeds to support our 
charitable work. 



A SUBSTITUTIONARY LEGACY

When considering your Will, you will naturally feel a prime 
duty to provide for any dependants. However, you may wish 
to direct that if a gift in favour of any intended recipient is 
not possible (perhaps because they pre-decease you), the 
value of the gift would pass to College instead. 

A REVERSIONARY LEGACY

This enables dependants or other individuals to be given first 
priority as beneficiaries of your Will. They will have the use of 
the assets (or, if the legacy is a sum of money, the investment 
return on that money) during their lifetime and the legacy 
then passes to College only on their death.   
 

CHANGING OR UPDATING AN EXISTING WILL

If you would like to modify an existing Will, you can do 
so by adding a codicil. This can be simpler and cheaper 
than executing a new Will but it does need to be formally 
executed and you should seek legal advice, just as you would 
for executing a Will.

TYPES OF LEGACY



UK TAX ISSUES

The following statements can be used in a Will or Codicil: 

PECUNIARY LEGACY

“I bequeath to Cheltenham Ladies’ College (Registered 
Charity No 311722) the sum of £____________and I declare 
that the receipt of the Principal or other proper officer of the 
College shall be sufficient discharge to my trustees.” 

RESIDUARY LEGACY

“I bequeath to The Cheltenham Ladies’ College (Registered 
Charity No 311722) ___________% of the residue of my 
estate and I declare that the receipt of the Principal or other 
proper officer of the College shall be sufficient discharge to 
my trustees.”

If your estate is likely to be worth more than a certain amount 
(known as the ‘nil rate band’, currently £325,000 but reviewed 
each year) you may want to take advice on how inheritance 
tax is likely to be charged on your estate. At current rates, 
inheritance tax is charged at 40% but legacies to charities 
such as College are exempt from inheritance tax.  

With effect from April 2012, there is an additional incentive 
to leave money to charities in your Will. In broad terms, if 
the value of the charitable legacies represents at least 10% 
of what is known as the ‘baseline value’ (this being the value 
of that part of the estate that is subject to inheritance tax 
added to the value of the charitable legacies) then the rate of 
inheritance tax is reduced to 36%.

 

THANK YOU

Thank you very much for considering making a 
legacy bequest to College. Your generosity will 
enable future generations to benefit from all that 
College has to offer.

So if you were already thinking about leaving a legacy to 
College, do please think about whether, by planning your 
Will carefully, you could at the same time reduce the amount 
of tax that is charged on gifts to your family and other 
beneficiaries of your Will. As the tax treatment of your estate 
will be affected by many other factors, and as tax rules can 
change from one year to the next, we would urge you to take 
professional advice.

For overseas tax issues, please seek professional advice.



LEAVING A LEGACY TO CHELTENHAM LADIES’ COLLEGE 

If you intend to leave a legacy in your Will to Cheltenham 
Ladies’ College, you can help us plan our future work by 
letting us know about your kind intentions now. Any pledge 
you make is not legally binding and there is no need to tell 
us anything about the arrangements that you prefer to keep 
private. It is simply a statement of your current intention.

Name

Address

Date of Pledge

Please tick one of the boxes below
  I have left a legacy to College
  I have left the sum of £ 
  I have left the residue of my estate
  I have left a         % share of the residue of my estate
  I have left a specific asset

Please tick one of the boxes below
  The legacy is for use at the discretion of the school
  The legacy is for the bursary scheme
  The legacy is for capital improvement and facilities

The Development Manager will be pleased to help with any 
questions which may arise.

The Development Office, Cheltenham Ladies’ College, 
Bayshill Road, Cheltenham GL50 3EP 
Tel 01242 520691  development@cheltladiescollege.org



Bayshill Road, Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL50 3EP
tel +44(0)1242 520691
development@cheltladiescollege.org
www.cheltladiescollege.org


